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the geographer, on the same day, refused a seat in the
Academy, unless a pension should be granted him of a
thousand crowns. The only answer given to the com-
plaints of Schutz was the nomination of Erman, by
Hertzberg, without consulting any person; and the King
signed his YES, without objecting to this nomination.
Schutz wrote another letter, still more violent; what the
consequences were I do not know.

The disgrace of Launay is not so mild as it appears.
It is openly avowed that Government only waits till he
has furnished Silesia with coffee, and that then he is to
be displaced. He very rashly undertook this contract,
which he has bargained with traders to fulfill, who are
emboldened by his downfall to disown or break their en-
gagements at the moment when, all the navigable canals
being frozen, there are such few means of repairing so
great a deficiency. But the truth is the commission is
suspended, because that they are secretly sending, through
different parts of the kingdom, in search of proofs; a
truly cruel and tyrannical inquisition, which shows that
they are rather desirous of the guilt of Launay than of
the public benefit,

A man named Dubosc, formerly an eminent merchant
at Leipsic, where, if I do not mistake, he failed, and
well known for his visionary adherence to mysticism,
has been sent for, and is at present employed, as is
supposed, to give in a plan of commercial regulations
as a substitute for exclusive privileges. It should seem
they meditate a sally against the Splittgerbers,* and that
means are seeking to deprive them of the monopoly of
sugar; a very just and salutary, but a very difficult and
delicate act.

An article of intelligence still more important is that
Baron Knyphausen has had a secret conversation with
the Zing; but, though it comes from a good quarter, I
will not warrant it to be true. Not that this would much
astonish me. I know past doubt that the King, enraged
at being obliged to send Count Goertz to Holland, at
the very moment when the House of Orange itself com-

* Splittgerber is a sugar baker at Berlin, who has for many years
emjoyed a monopoly of that commodity. make so ridiculous a choice? What courtier is thereithout hesitation, as the reveries of dotage. Theand successive loans.of the German system,nberckel, etc., etc*, but among whomears. The day before he had cut off many thou-
